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The  Governor  General's  Appkal  through  the 
W<men'8  Canadian  Club  of  Montreal,  December  12, 
im,  to  the  WOMEN  OF  CANADA  to  celebrate  the 
sooth  Birthday  of  Canada  by  the  natUmalizailon  of 
the  Battlefields  of  Quebec. 

I  wonder  whether  you  ladies  have  ever  realized  the  various 
emotiou  that  pau  through  the  mind  of  the  immigrant  to  Canada, 
M  the  Tond  on  whioh  he  it  a  paiaeiiger  iteama  up  the  stately 
St.  Lawrence  to  Xontreal.  Remember  that  the  ftrst  impression 
received  by  the  immigrant  to  the  United  States  is  conyeyed  to 
him  by  the  Statue  of  Liberty,  placed  by  the  bounty  of  Frai.ce 
at  the  entranoe  of  the  harbour  of  Hew  York.  The  message 
conveyed  to  him  by  the  ever-burning  light  of  liberty,  fills  his 
heart  witL  hope  and  generous  em:  'ions.  Contrast  this  experience 
with  that  of  the  immigrant  to  Kontreal.  When  he  passes  Qvebee, 
with  mind  aglow  with  expectation,  and  looks  up  to  the  Flain^ 
of  Abraham,  where  the  fate  of  America  was  decided,  and  the 
foundation  of  Greater  Britain  was  laid,  he  sees  no  inspiring 
moniiment  speaking  of  welcome  and  hope,  but  only  a  building 
associated  with  all  that  is  darkest  in  the  life  of  Canada,  a  black, 
frowning  gaol,  and  that  gaol  standing  upon  the  very  ground 
where  Wolfe  gave  up  his  life.  THERE  IS  HO  MORE  SACRED 
SPOT  OF  EARTH  OH  THE  WHOLE  OF  THIS  AXERICAH 
CONTINENT. 

LADIES,  IT  IS  FART  OF  TOUR  WORK  NOT  TO  REST 
CONTENT  UNTIL  THAT  POLLUTING  GAOL  HAS  BEEN 
REMOVED  TO  SOME  OTHER  AND  MORE  APPROPRIATE 

SITUATION. 

Next  year,  at  yon  are  aware,  is  the  300th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  Quebec  by  Ckamplain  It  hat  been  luggeeted  by 
a  committee  appointed  by  Mr.  Gameau,  the  Mayer  of  Quebec, 
consisting  of  Chief  Justice  Sir  F.  Langelier,  Mr.  Tach6  and  Col. 
Wood,  that  the  Champlain  Tercentenary  should  be  celebrated 
by  the  consecration  of  the  famout  battlefields  of  Quebec.  This 
suggestion  has  received  the  warm  approval  of  Mr.  Gouin,  the 
Premier  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  and  of  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier. 


I  .  CvA-j  0  (->  The  battlefield  of  Ste.  Fo>.  where"  the  French  iB  1710,  tiUt 
Oi/if  •  desperate  and  bloody  battle  defeated  the  BritUh,  and  whence 

they  would  hare  reoaptored  Qaebwi,  if  the  Britiih  fleet  had  not 
niimif  mmni,  afoim  tkt  rtaim  «r  AMun. 

It  is  propoMd  to  inolode  the  more  important  parte  of  the 
two  battleflddi  in  a  Vational  Tuk.  Thui,  batt  es  in  which  the 
oratttding  raeee  woe  alttnutdy  Tiotoriou,  and  in  '•oil*  of 
wUeh  the  victor  and  the  Tantiiihed  were  eatitlai  to  eqnal 
honour,  will  be  fittingly  commemorated. 

It  it  owing  to  the  action  of  Hia  Kajeety  The  King  in  estab- 
liAiag  the  Intnta  Ooriiide  with  Knuice,  and  to  the  love  which 
he  inq>ires  in  the  heart  of  every  ftneh,  m  wtU  aa  of  every 
Engliih  Canadian,  that  the  timet  are  at  lait  favourable  to  the 
raioval  from  the  Flaina  of  Abraham  of  the  buildingi  which 
now  diagraee  and  diaflgwre  than,  nd  to  thdr  prwamtion  in 
a  ahape  which  wiU  gratify  every  nan  of  laffUah  deieent, 
whether  British  or  American. 

It  ii  generally  admitted  that  the  capture  of  Quebec  in  1758 
paved  the  way  for  the  deolaiatio;  of  Isd^endenee  in  1770. 
The  Plains  of  Abraham,  when  they  re  properly  cared  for,  will 
be  the  lEECCA  OF  EVEBT  AXEKJGAH  AS  WELL  AS  OF 
IVBIT  BBITOV. 

The  proposal  to  celebrate  the  300th  birthdfty  of  Canada,  by 
the  consecration  of  the  battlefields,  has  met  with  universal 
approval.  It  is  hoped  that  appropriations  from  the  Federal  and 
ptoviaeial  leeiilntwas  wffl  be  obtained  in  order  to  celebrate  the 
■aniversary  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  occasion,  but  in  addition 
to  the  Parliamentary  grante  that  may  be  forthcoming,  a  large 
additional  snm  will  be  required  to  put  the  battlefields  into  a  con- 
dition which  will  satisfy  the  historie  sentiment  of  all  ooncemed. 

Money  has  to  be  found  for  the  removal  of  the  gaol  and  the 
rifle  factory,  and  other  buildings  which  deface  and  desecrate  the 
battleflelds,  for  the  parehase  of  certain  lands,  for  the  building 
of  a  museum  for  historical  relics,  for  the  coattroetioB  of  an 
avenue  round  the  battlefields,  overlooking  on  one  side  the  St. 
Lawrence,  and  on  the  other  the  valley  of  the  Biver  St.  Charles. 
This  avenue  would  be  about  flve  miles  in  lengOi,  and  for  his- 
torieal  intereit  and  natiind  beauty,  would  pretaUy  be  unique. 


MNattoralUbrary  aMpM«|M nations^ 


du  Canada 


I  alM  hope  that  it  may  be  pouible  to  erect  on  the  point  of 
Qaebeo,  lint  visible  to  a  tteamer  eomiag  «p  tlM  St.  UwraiM, 
a  colosial  statue  of  the  Angel  of  Welcome  and  Peace,  with  arms 
oatstretched,  offering  to  clatp  to  her  heart  erery  new  arriTal 

ladies,  I  believe  it  only  requires  determined  and  cjitaMtie 
organisation  to  secure  from  individual  snbscriber*  the  $1,000,000, 
or  whatever  sum  may  be  required,  for  the  complete  retliiation 
of  these  iehamet.  . 

At  the  present  moment,  THE  ONLY  MEICOBIAL  TO  WOLFl 
IS  A  SHALL  COLTJMN  EEECTED  BY  THE  RANK  AND  FILE 
OP  THE  BXrmH  ABMY,  QUABTEHEO  IH  CAHADA,  IH 
1849.  THESE  UALLANT  80IDIIR8  BAOBinCID  A  DATS 
PAY  IN  ORDER  THAT  THEY  MIGHT  DO  HONOUR  TO  THE 
MEMORY  OP  WOLPE,  and  in  so  doing  have  given  an  example 
which  I  hope  will  tovoh  the  heart  of  thousands  of  Britons,  not 
only  in  Canada,  but  in  every  part  of  the  world. 

Do  you  not  think  the  women  of  Canada,  in  response  to  an 
appeal  made  to  them,  would  be  only  too  glad  to  OBTAIN  FROM 
THE  RANK  AND  PILE  OP  THE  DOMINION,  the  sum  required 
to  celebrate  the  300th  birthday  of  Oaiiada  hf  the  ooaaanatioQ 
of  the  Battlefields. 

When  I  visited  the  States  last  year,  nothing  made  a  deeper 
impression  on  me  than  my  vidt  to  Mooat  Vwaon,  the  home 
of  George  Washington.  Every  care  had  been  taken  to  preserve 
the  house  and  its  surroundings  in  the  same  state  of  dignified  and 
oidtriy  simplicity  as  obtained  during  the  life-tirae  of  George 
Washington. 

It  is  impossible  for  any  thoughtful  person  to  pay  a  visit  to 
Mount  Vernon,  without  the  mind  and  heart  being  affected  by 
the  contemplation  of  the  great  and  noble  qualities  that  dis- 
tinguished that  remarkable  man.  The  infiuence  which  israei 
from  Mount  Vernon,  is  a  force  which  makes  for  patriotism  and 
awnly  righteousness.  It  would  be  difficult  to  overestimate  the 
value  of  this  influence,  or  the  debt  which  the  American  people 
owe  to  those  who  had  the  heart  and  the  enei^  to  save  the  home 
ofW^ahington  from  destruction.  IT  WAS  THE  PATRIOTIC 
IMFULSB  AND  THE  COVRAOE  OP  A  SINGLE  WOMAN, 
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AHH  PAXKLA  drVHIVOHAlC  OF  SOUTH  CABOUNA.  THAT 
SAYZO  THE  HOME  OF  WASHIHOTOH  AS  A  PEBXANEHT 
8HSIVE  OF  PATSIOTIfOf  FOB  THE  AMBUOAV  PEOPLE. 
0«lnf«i  fey  th«  itfttMl  «r  OcafNM  to  vvlt  tkt  na  NfiM 

for  the  nationalintion  of  Mount  Vernon  at  the  time  when  it 
WM  offered  for  Mle,  Ann  Pamela  Onnninghaa  appealed  s  jigle- 
handed  to  the  women  of  America,  and  obtained  through  them  the 
money  that  was  required— THOUSAHSB  OF  80B00I  CHUB* 
BEH  OOHSIBEBnrO  IT  A  PUmifiB  TO.  IB  AIXOWBD  10 
COHTBIBUTE  FIVE  CEHT8. 

I  DO  voT  ram  I  AX  lOKnro  a  xxnAXB  n 

BELIEyiHO  THE  WOMEN  OF  CANADA  HAVE  A  PATBIOT- 
I8M  AND  A  COUBAOE  EQUAL  TO  THAT  OF  THE  WOMEN 
OF  AMEBIOA.  The  privilege  of  oontribnting  to  a  fnnd  in 
koaov  of  the  laerod  gmud  whtro  tko  f eudatioB  of  Oreater 
Britain  was  laid,  will,  I  am  confident,  appeal  to  thoniandi  in 
all  parte  of  the  world,  as  well  as  in  Canada.  All  that  is  required 
is  some  organization  which  will  bring  this  privileged  opportunity 
to  the  knowledge  of  those  who  will  consider  it  an  honour  to  be 
allowed  to  associate  themselves,  through  the  medium  of  a  dollar 
or  a  quarter,  with  the  birthday  of  Canada,  and  the  battlelleUs 
of  <kuoboe;  and  if  tUi  Women'i  (huuUUaii  OInb  hat  infloiont 
q>irit  among  iti  memben  to  give  birth  to  inoh  an  organiiation, 
you  will  secure  for  yourselves  a  permanent  place  in  the  ranks 
of  those  whose  glory  it  is  that  they  have  served  their  country 
•1^  thdr  Xing,  not  only  loyally,  bvt  wdl.  In  omdwifln,  I  am 
very  pleased  to  have  the  privilege  of  repeating  to  you  a  most 
gracious  message  which  I  have  just  received  from  His  Mftjeaty 
tho  Xing,  this  ooanyed  in  a  cable  to  mo  ftom  fUr  Bigkton 
Prdbyn,  which  is  worded  as  follows:— 

'THE  XINO  COMMANDS  ME  TO  TELEOBAPH  HIS 
APPBOYAX  OF  THE  SCHEME  FOB  THE  OELEBBATION  OF 
THE  OHAMPLAZH  TEXCENTENABT,  AND  TO  8AT  THAT 
HIS  MAJESTY  WILL  GLADLY  SUBSCBIBE  ONE  HUNDBED 
GXTINEAS  TOWABDS  THE  FUND  YOU  ABB  BAI8IN0  FOB 
THIS  GOOD  OBJECT.' 
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